D4 | ENTERTAINMENT

Organist brings works
to life at S.B. concert

By RALPH ANDREWS
Special to The Sun

A touring king of instru-
ments visited the California
Theatre in the form of an
electric Allen organ. A Crown
Prince of organists was re-
quired to bring it to life and
he appeared in the person of
Aram Basmadjian. Presented
by the San Bernardino Valley
Concert Association, the var-
ied program showed what can
be done with a talent, tech-
nique and sensitivity to tone
colors.

All this brings up the age-
old controversy of electric
versus pipe organ. The purists
say that an electric organ can-
not duplicate the sound of a
pipe organ but the Allen or-
gan used at this concert came
very close to doing so. In this
case, technology provided
many more possible tone col-
ors than would have been pos-
sible with a portable pipe or-
gan. It is up to the organist to
make the best use of them.

Basmadjian combines flaw-
less technique with a wide
range of tone colors and dy-
namics. Flashy? Yes, but
there is more to him than that.
It take true artistry to make
J.S. Bach's *‘Bist du Bei Mir” a
work which could be dull as
dust come alive.

The same can be said about
Sullivan’s “The Lost Chord.”
The organist managed to give
life to a stiff and starchy Vie-
torian song.

An unusual work was Deli-
us’ “Winter Night” subtitled
“Sleigh Ride.” Wise choices in
tone colors made this sleigh
ride even more exciting than
the more famous one by Leroy
Anderson.

Two works were not pre-
sent at this concert. One was
Bach’s famous “Toccata” and
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“Fugue in D minor” which
was replaced by a movement
from a Handel organ concerto.
The other was the equally fa-
mous “Widor Toccata.” There
is nothing wrong with either
of these works. It was just nice
to hear something else.

Basmadjian is at home in
all styles of music from Bach
to rollerskating-rink music.
One of his encores was a de-
lightful spoof of the latter
style. If one were to try to
guess his favorite composer it
would be Louis Vierne. Good
as the rest of the concert was,
the organist seemed at his
best playing Vierne.

For more information
about next season’s concerts,
call (909) 885-7969.

Ralph Andrews has a doctor-
ate in music, has performed as
a flutist across the United
States and Europe, is on the
board of the Inland Theater
League and is a free-lance
writer and musician.
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