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__Music is his mission

Virtuoso to debut historic San Luis Rey church’s new organ

SUSAN WOOD
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OCEANSIDE — One of the
premier organ virtuosos in the
country will play the new digi-
tal organ at its inaugural
recital Friday night at the Mis-
sion San Luis Rey.

Aram Basmadjian, 27, who
considers himself an “evange-
list for the organ,” will per-
form a multi-faceted program
of traditional and “light” clas-

sics, beginning at 7:30 p.m.,
ending with a garden recep-
tion immediately following
the free concert.

“We’re fortunate to have
an artist of this stature play in
town,” organist George Butter-
field of Spring Valley said.

Butterfield, who also plays
as the guest organist at the
Organ Pavilion in Balboa
Park, hopes the special en-
gagement will fill the hall to
capacity because of Basmad-

jian’s talent and the embra-
sive nature of his show where
he will introduce the commu-
nity to the new, three-manual
Allen Digital Organ.

The guardian of Mission
San Luis Rey, Father Warren
Rouse, replaced the former
two-manual pipe organ to pre-
pare for the parish to split to
another building on the
grounds this fall. This means
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a drop in attendance and in turn
a decline in funding. Evidently,
older-model pipe organs are no-
torious for swallowing the main-
tenance budget.

The organ swap was made last
October amid limited controver-
sy, as some community members
were skeptical of whether a
more “technologically ad-
vanced” organ without pipes
could truly emulate the “pipe”
sound.

Apparently, it worked for one
unsuspecting passer-by. Butter-
field recalled that after the new
organ’s quick assembly, he
strolled through the museum
and was stopped by a man who
asked: “Is that the old pipe or-
gan? I thought they took it out.”

The man was floored to dis-
cover the sound was coming
from a digital organ.

“For thpse who mourn the
loss of the pipe organ, fear not.

This one will do that and so-

much more,” said Butterfield.
He should know. He’s the manag-
er of the Organ Stop in San
Diego, the dealer that sold and
installed the new organ as well
as arranged and financed the
concert.

This new organ is capable of
playing any repertoire from any

historical period, Butterfield

said. Of course, he also feels it
helps to have superior acoustics
like those found in the Mission
San Luis Rey, and an organist as
diverse and accomplished as
Basmadjian.

“The more reverberation, the
more the organ can speak and
come alive,” Basmadjian said.
“Because of its high ceilings and
long, narrow structure, it pro-
vides for excellent acoustics and
makes for a smoother sound,”
Basmadjian agreed. “You can’t
get a big sound if it (the organ)
doesn’t have the right venue. It
loses impact.”

Certainly, the young organist
has the expesience and practical
knowledge tc know.

Unprecedented by most or-
ganists, he often repairs, installs
and hauls his own four-manual
concert organ in a tractor-trailer
truck while on tour in remote ar-
eas.

Basmadjian averages 60 con- .
certs a year. He tours throughout
the United States for the Com-
munity Concert Association,
which maintains North County
chapters in Escondido and Ran-
cho Bernardo. The association
books artists like Basmadjian
through New York-based Colum-
bia Artists Management.

Basmadjian started on piano
at age 7 in West Chester, Pa., be-
cause “my legs weren’t long
enough to reach the pedals on
the organ.”

However, at age 9, it was a
concert featuring an organ with
the Allentown Symphony in Al-
lentown, Pa., that electrified the
budding young keyboardist. He
played both instruments at age
ig, then exclusively the organ at
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