Youring classical organist
charms Dixon audience

(Publisher’s Note: My wife, Amy,
is an accomplished organist and
membership chairman of the Sauk
Valley  Community Concert
Association).

I asked Bill for some space to
write a review of the Aram
Basmadjian concert which was held
Thursday night. “Why don’t you
take my whole column” he replied.
So, here T am.

The Sauk Valley Community
Concert Association (SVCCA) and
the Dixon Theatre Renovation
- Project are both entirely volunteer
. organizations receiving no govern-
.- mental funds. They joined forces
- Thursday night to provide this area
- with a very enjoyable evening.
"+ Because the concert association has

“- areciprocal agreement with associa-

tions in Clinton, Freeport, Princeton
and LaSalle, concert goers from
thosc arcas as well as local atten-
dees were able to admire the consid-
- erable progress that has bcen
- accomplished in the theatre.

: SVCCA books its performers
.. through Columbia Artists in New
.+ York. Because of the large network
- of Associations throughout the
.- country, these performers are able to
*- economically tour the country. The
.+ quality is consistently impressive,
~and 1 am always awed by the dedi-
cation, talent and enthusiasm these
performers possess.

Touring classical organists have
in the past been at something of a
disadvantage. Their instrument is a
little larger than a harmonica. Most
communities do not possess organs
large enough to adequately present a
broad range of classical organ litera-
ture. We in Dixon have been quite
privileged (o be able to hear the
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wonderful Howell organ at Saint
Luke’s. However, even with a won-
derful instrument, the touring organ-
ist must very quickly become famil-
iar with the varying positions of the
stops — sort of like driving a Ford
one day, a Chevrolet the next.
Pushing the wrong button can have
a very disconcerting effect — blar-
ing trumpets instead of quiet flutes.
The advent of computer simulated
music and its application to the
organ now allows Mr. Basmadjian
the convenience of traveling with
his own instrument.

POSSESSING A clever wit and
an engaging personality, Mr.
Basmad-jian presented a well-paced
program played entirely from mem-
ory. The organ was positioned so
that the audience could appreciate
the physical coordination required
to make the constant changes in
dynamics and registrations.

Mr. Basmadjian woke the crowd
up with “The Star-Spangled
Banner” and proceeded to give the
audience a sampling of the power of
the organ with the Allegro Pomposo
movement of Handells “Concerto in
F major.” Serious lovers of Bach
were rewarded with presentations of
the Vivace from the “Trio Sonata VI
in G Major,” a work extremely diffi-

cult and intricate as the three melod-
ic lines were interwoven on flute
stops; the “Toccata, Adagio, and
Fugue in C major” and the “Fugue a
la Gigue” — both examples of
Bach’s genius with counterpoint.
Contrasting with the Baroque
were a number of more romantic
and contemporary pieces — the
whimsical “March Champetre™ by
Boex; the mystical, lyrical,
“Roulade” by Seth Bingham; and a
“Scherzo” by Vierne possessing a

constant rippling set against sensu-

ous melodic line. Mr. Basmadjian
also included some unabashedly
sentimental “crowd pleasers” which
included two Bach Air transcrip-
tions and “Londonderry Air.”

Mr. Basmadjian also gave an
informative explanation of the
mechanics of the organ demonstrat-
ing the four types of stops — princi-
pals, flutes, reeds, and strings.
Following a standing ovation Mr.
Basmadjian played two encores
including “The Girl from Ipanema”
joking with the crowd that he had to
then go to his second job at the
roller rink.

Concert attendance is by subscrip-
tion only. Subscriptions to next
year’s series are currently being sold
during the March membership cam-
paign. For more information, con-
tact Helen Snyder at 288-4927
(work), 284-7655 (home) or Chris
Holmer 288-5369.

Many thanks should go to all the
hard working volunteers and to indi-
viduals and businesses who have
donated to these two efforts. Thanks
also to all the people in the area who
support these two efforts by their
patronage. They were well rewarded
Thursday night.




