Organist brings his own

Performs Tuesd

By Robert Ross
Patriot-News

The Wednesday Club wel-
comes home a young organist
whose reputation is growing and
who travels with his parents and
brings his concert-hall organ with
him.

Aram Basmadjian, who grew
up in West Chester, will perform
works of Handel, Bach, Vierne
and Dupre at 8 p.m. Tuesday in
The Forum.

Basmadjian began piano les-
sons at 7, heard his first organ
concert at 11 and began studying
the instrument in earnest at 14.

He’s never looked back. After
winning a scholarship at Wil-
mington Music School and study-
ing under Benjamin Whitten he
moved on to Utah State Universi-
ty where he continued studies in
organ and piano. After graduation
he moved to California and decid-
ed to pursue a career in organ
performance. e

He debuted with-the Philadel-
phia Orchestra in 1983, and with

the Utah Symphony in 1988..He ..

recorded an album in 1990 at
First Baptist Church in Pomona,
Calif.

He also works for the Gould
Music Co. in Irvine, Calif., is or-
ganist for Good Shepherd Luther-
an Church there and coaches rep-
ertoire with organist Thomas
Hazleton.

But his concert tour is his pri-
ority.

“I'm the only one [organist]
who has an extensive tour.
There’s a few other organists out
there who do concerts, but no
one else is traveling as extensive-
ly as I am,” he said from a stop
in Midland, Texas, on his way to
Dublin, Ga.

He has about 40 concerts
booked for this season, each one
a short or long drive in his diesel
truck carrying the organ, speak-
ers and electronic equipment and
in a large motor coach he uses
for his dressing room and kitchen
and bunkhouse on wheels.

He drives the motor coach
and his parents, Pam and Harold
Basmadjjan of Wilson, Wyo.,
drive a diesel truck to haul the
equipment.

The digital organ, an' MDS-
80-S Touring Organ, has close to
100" stops-and four keyboards or
manuals.

It was built by the Allen Co.
&f Macungie, the largest bujlder
“of church organg in‘the world tod"
day. y !

It includes a speaker comple-
ment of more than 50 and 16 au-
dio channels.

Basmadjian said the equip-
ment has a value of about

@

ay in Forum

Organist Aram Basmadijian will perform the works of Handel, Bach,

By

Vierne and Dupre ot 8 p.m. Tuesday at The Forum.

$120,000.

“It is larger than most instru-
ments in churches and some con-
cert halls,” he said.

“It allows virtually all the pos-
sibilities of any organ. The me-
chanical differences between it
and a big pipe organ really are
not that much. It's just how the
sound is generated.”

He said he was asked to play
on the Forum’s organ, but that
would ‘have required added re-
hearsal time to acquaint himself
with its idiosyncracies.

“They all have different num-
bers of keyboards, and different
numbers of stops. They have dif-
ferent sounds and no two are
alike. So, it can. be quite-a chal-

-lenge to sit down.at a strapge.ins....,

‘strument ‘anid make it sound like
you know what you're doing,”
Basmadjian said.

“The advantage I have on tour
is my instrument allows me to
bring the organ to those who
don’t have one.

“I play in a lot of places like
high school auditoriums where
they don’t have an organ of any
kind installed.”

He also works on adding the
artistic touches he often finds
missing in organ recital.

“A lot of people see it as a
big mechanical instrument and a
technical challenge, and the result
is the playing often sounds me-
chanical as well.

“I try to take it a step further
and put the musicality back into
the compositions.

“There’s a lot of room for ex-
pression and musical output,”
Basmadjian said. -

For -his Forum recital he will
perform Bach’s Toccata, Adagio
and' Fugue, ‘Handel’s' Concerto in
F Major, Vierne’s Scherzo from
the Second Symphony, and
Dupre’s Prelude and Fugue in G
Minor.

Limited seating is available by
calling 238-2680 or 939-9750.




