Concert’s

a blast
for kids

2,400 pupils attend
baroque performance

By Nick Owchar
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HITTER — They

came from all

over the city.

Like the mice

that followed the
Pied Piper of Hamelin, buses
carrying 2,400 elementary
school children converged on
the Whittier High School audi-
torium yesterday morning for
a free performance of music by
the baroque masters Johann
Sebastian Bach and George Fri-
deric Handel

“I loved it,” said Katalina
Williams, 8, a fourth-grader at
Lincoln Elementary School. “It
sounds better live than on a re-
c()rd.ﬂ

“T'd rather be here than do-
ing homework!” added her
classmate Eli Parkinson, 9.

The show’s featured perform-
er was organist Aram Basmad-
jian, a 26-year-old virtuoso who
has toured the United States
and plays organ at Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church in Ir-
vine. Basmadjian’s performance
was sponsored by the Whittier
Community Concert Associa-
tion, which has offered a thriv-
ing youth program for the past
three years.

When the program started,
attendance was “around 1,600,
but it's grown to maximum ca-
pacity now,” said Miriam
Goins, youth concert chair-
woman. “It grew once people
realized the importance and

value of having it.”

Goins and fellow concert or-
ganizers said they are deeply
concerned that today’s children
are not getting enough expo-
sure to live performances of
classical music.

Past Community Concert
president Dorothea Boyd said
when the organization first
sought donations for the youth
series, “money just flowed in”
and the Whittier Police Officers
Association sponsored bus
transportation.
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HANDS AND ARMS flying, organist Aram Basmad-
jian, 26, lets loose during a concert for children.

At yesterday’s performance,
members of the Whittier High
School Cardinal Marching
Band helped direct students to
their seats. They also supplied
crowd control efforts for the
rambunctious children after
the show.

“It's a good thing, but they
get a little rowdy after the
show,” said Marlin Salazar, 14,
a ninth-grade saxophone play-
er. “It feels kind of like a rock
concert instead of a classical
one.”




