B4 — THE ENTERPRISIZSimi Valley, Calif./Mouday, Mareh 7, 1994

Music Review

ENTERTAI

Organ virtuoso delights
local concert audience

) Aram Basinadjian has
an expressiveness that few
musicians his age

possess.

By Haroro KnigHT
Correspondent

The Simi Valley Conununity
Concerl Association presented
Aram Basmadjian, concerl or-
ganist, as its third concert of
the current series, recently:

FFor 19 consecutive years, the
association has staged ils con-
certs in the multipurpose room
at Simi Valley [Iligh
however carthquake damage Lo
that structure prompted a quick
change of venue for the recent
concert. The Simi Valley Sev-
euth-day Adventist Church of-
fered its sanctuary for the
evenl.

Basmadjian is possessed with
an abundance of talent, experi-
ence and expressiveness.

He made his debut with the
world acclaimed Philadelphia

Orchestra in 1983 at the age of )

14 and is rapidly becoming a
favorite with Conumunity Con-
cert audiences throughout the
country.

Locally, he played to a near-
capacity audience.

Seldom do you see audiences
standing during the first numnm-
her of a concert, but, standing
they were. llis opening number
was a stirring rendition of the
National Anthem, which he
began with both feet dancing
over the pedals while holding
onto the bench with both
hands. With his back to the au-
dience, his dancing feet and fly-
ing fingers could be seen as he
frequently changed stops and
combinations. The chorecogra-
phy and slight-of-hand were ¢x-
ciling to behold

IFrom the program noles:
“The instrument which Bas-
madjian tours with, was built

. by the Allen Organ Company of
Macungie, Pa., the world's larg-
est builder of church organs.
“The organ achieves ils remark-
able pipe organ sound through
a digital technology known as
sampling. With this technology.

Allen  digitally records the
‘'sound of wind-blown pipes,
stores the information from
these recordings in the com-
puter memory of the organ, and
recalls it for use when the
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: Organist Aram Basmadijian thrilled his

audience during a community concert put on by the Simi
Valley Commun:ty Concert Associalion.

:| Seldom do you see
i| audiences standing
during the first

i

| number of a
i| concert, but,

¢l standing they
i| were.

organ is played Through Lhis
process. the organ achieves
true pipe organ sound without
the necessity ol pipes ™

With the four-manual console
al ceuter-stage. more than a
dozen speakers were spread all
across the stage behind it

Basmadjian’'s selections were
well balanced and varied. from
the delicate nuances of the
“Roulade” by Selh Bingham lo
the bombastic bass of the “Pre-
lude and Fugue in D major” by
Johann Sebastian Bach, which
ended the first halfl

FPollowing inteimission. Bas-
madjian fulfitled the request of
many. by providing a “tour™ of
the mighty Allen organ. lle
demonstrated the four basic
“voices" of the organ: the dia-
pason, flTutes, strings and reeds
After playing a very high lre-
areney note o the stemes he

quipped, “You may not have
heard that, but all over Simi
Valley thousands of garage
doors openers are responding.”

e opened the second half
with “Scherzo™ by the blind
French composer, Louis Vi-
erne. The traditional “Lon-
donderry Air,” known by most
as “Danny Boy."” brought a
warm response from the au-
dience.

Basmadjian closed the con-
cert with the “Prelude and
Fugue in G minor" by Marcel
Dupre.

Basmadjian demonstrated
once again that he is truly one
of the most gilted young organ
virluosos in America. With his
wit and charm lie commands
recognition with a forceful ar-
ll_llery of technique and expres-
siveness.

Audience comments ranged
from “‘magnificent,” “outstand-
Ing.” “fantastic” and "marvel-
ous,” to “Please invite him
back again next year!”

The Mnal concert of the cur-
rent season will be the [Epic
Brass Quintet on April 16, at
Schrillo Auditorium behind the
Seventh-day Adventist Church
on Sinaloa Road.

Harold Knight 1s president of
the Sii Valley Community Con-
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